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 Brief overview of WisDOT responsibilities

 Overview of how WisDOT plans for freight

 Wisconsin’s Freight Advisory Committee

 Wisconsin’s State Freight Plan

 Funding Opportunities
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 Mission
 Provide leadership in the 

development and operation 

of a safe and efficient 

transportation system.

 Vision
 Dedicated people creating 

transportation solutions 

through innovation and 

exceptional service.

 Core Goals
 Mobility

 Accountability

 Preservation

 Safety

 Service
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 Transportation Economic Assistance

 Multimodal Freight Network

 FRIIP, FRAP, & HAP

 Local Roads Program

 Highway Maintenance, Freight Ops. & Permits

 Safety & Enforcement

 State Traffic Operations Center & Work Zones
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 To better address freight-related issues, and be more responsive to 

freight industry concerns, WisDOT set out to: 

 Develop a prioritized transportation network analysis that targets 

freight mobility needs.

 Establish a dynamic process that identifies potential activities, 

including ongoing data updates. 

 Evaluate how to increase the quality, consistency, and use of 

freight data in WisDOT program and policy decisions.

 Create an investment and decision support tool that will be a key 

component to Wisconsin’s Statewide Freight Plan.
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 Accomplishments:

 WisDOT continues to work 

with industry to facilitate the 

safe and efficient movement 

of oversize/overweight 

(OSOW) loads on the state’s 

transportation system.  Efforts 

focus on defining the state’s 

OSOW statewide network, 

improving efficiency relative 

to permit issuance processes, 

and addressing law 

enforcement escort needs. 

 Emerging Issues:
 As development projects are 

proposed and long-range 

transportation plans are 

updated, WisDOT staff 

around the state must 

continue to routinely 

coordinate with local 

governments, metropolitan 

and regional planning groups, 

and the private sector.



 Provide input and advice on policies, processes, and projects that 

facilitate and enhance:

 Reliability, safety, and efficiency of state, national, and international 

freight movements.

 Project decision-making and delivery processes for freight and 

economic efforts.

 Connectivity between the various mode of freight transportation.

 Connectivity between state and local transportation systems.

 Connectivity between private and public sectors.
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 The role of the FAC is advisory in nature and is assigned 

no governmental powers.  The responsibilities of the FAC 

are to: 

 Assist WisDOT in the development of, and subsequent 

updating of, the state’s Freight Plan and other relevant state 

plans as appropriate. 

 Provide feedback and advice to the Secretary’s Office and 

WisDOT Freight Policy Administrators Group on freight 

transportation policies, processes, or programs. 
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 Identifying obstacles, challenges, and opportunities in Wisconsin for 

more efficient freight movement in the state, national, and worldwide 

economy. 

 Identifying opportunities within the freight industry to improve freight 

movement to, from, through and within Wisconsin. 

 Identifying potential governmental initiatives that could enable 

Wisconsin firms to move goods more efficiently. 

 Facilitating education among freight stakeholders and the state.

 Providing feedback and advice on governmental planning and project 

initiatives that impact the multimodal freight network. 
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 The FAC is sponsored by the WisDOT Secretary, but by delegation, 

the FAC will be chaired by the DTIM Administrator. 

 Regularly scheduled FAC meetings will be held a minimum of 2 times 

per calendar year. 

 The overall goal of the membership is to create a FAC that can 

provide a fair balance of perspectives for all regions of Wisconsin, all 

freight modes, and all major economic sectors. 

 Membership to the FAC is by appointment of the Secretary. 
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 http://www.dot.wisconsin.gov/business/freight/fac.htm
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 The State Freight Plan will:
 Provide a vision for multimodal freight transportation, &

 Position the state to be competitive in the global 

marketplace by ensuring critical connections to national 

freight systems remain, or become, more efficient. 
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 Key Themes: 

 Linking transportation investments to economic development activities. 

 Placing Wisconsin within a national and global context. 

 Engaging and reflecting the interests of a wide array of freight 

stakeholders. 

 Implementation:  From planning to project development to programming. 

 Performance measures and management. 

 Planning Efforts: 

 Establish policies that support multimodal freight options & opportunities.

 Will build upon freight policies found within Connections 2030 and other 

modal plans.

 Incorporate specific changes in rail traffic from frac sand, crude-by-rail, etc.

 Public Involvement  & Engagement. 
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 Agility – data, policy and investment priorities will be regularly 

updated and refreshed. 

 Usability – freight industry input to shape usable policies that 

maximize the efficiency of the transportation system as a whole. 

 Partnering – provide guidance for how WisDOT should interact the 

private sector for the benefit of Wisconsin’s economic interests. 

 Network Establishment – Wisconsin’s High Priority Freight Network 

will be clearly defined. 

 Investment Strategy – establish direct connections between freight 

movement investments and economic benefits to the state. 
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 Interrelation – create a framework for harmonizing freight policy and 

goals between: 

 Federal and state initiatives

 Wisconsin and its neighboring states

 Local, regional and metropolitan-level freight goals and state freight 

goals

 Competitiveness – identify infrastructure characteristics that are ideal 

for site selectors to draw new markets, increase the business climate 

and jobs in Wisconsin. 

 Direction – provide a cohesive freight direction to be used 

department-wide and implementable at the region level. 
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 The development of the State Freight Plan will take 

approximately 24 months to complete. 

 The early phases of the plan’s foundation is already 

underway. 

 Initial drafting began in April 2015. 

 The anticipated completion date of the State Freight 

Plan is December 2016. 
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 Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century (MAP-21) 

authorizes the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) 

to offer an increase to the Federal share payable for any 

project to 95% for projects on the Interstate System and 

90% for any other project that meet the following criteria: 

 Demonstrates improvements are made to the efficiency 

of freight movement. 

 Identified in a statewide freight plan. 
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 Federal Reauthorization
 (Example: GROW AMERICA)

 GROW AMERICA would provide $18 Billion over 6 years. 
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